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1. International Cooperation
Given the wide-ranging nature of the Convention, there are a number of provisions,
which seek to deal with implementation through international cooperation. As such,
provisions are made for international cooperation in the field of research and
training, particularly taking note of the needs of developing countries (article
12(a)); and public education and awareness raising (article 13(b)).
Furthermore, articles 17 and 18 deal with information exchange relevant to
conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity and improved international
technical and scientific cooperation

2. Clearing-House Mechanism
Article 18(3) provides for the establishment of a Clearing-House Mechanism (“CHM”) to facilitate technical and scientific cooperation. A
fully operational CHM has been established and operates as a tool for information exchange and technical and scientific cooperation.
Expertise in managing information and technology varies enormously from country to country. The CHM should
ensure that all governments have access to the information and technologies they need for their work on
biodiversity. The mission of the Clearing House is to:
Promote and facilitate technical and scientific cooperation, within and between countries;
Develop a global mechanism for exchanging and integrating information on biodiversity; and,
Develop the necessary human and technological network.
The clearing-house is coordinated by the Executive Secretary of the Secretariat of the Convention and overseen
and guided by an Informal Advisory Committee (“IAC”) set up by the parties to the Convention. The committee
works in a transparent and cooperative manner to promote awareness of the multiple needs and concerns facing
various communities, countries and regions.
In addition, a network of national focal points for the mechanism and national clearing house mechanisms have been established to address
matters relating to technical and scientific cooperation.

3. Financial Resources
A legal relationship was created between the conservation and sustainable use obligations of developing countries and the financial
obligations of developed countries. Developed country parties are required to provide new and additional financial resources to enable
developing country parties to meet the full incremental costs to them of implementing their obligations under the Convention (article 20).
Such financial resources are to be provided largely but not exclusively through a financial mechanism established under article 21 of the
Convention. Developed country parties may also provide resources through bilateral and other multilateral channels.
The relationship between developing country implementing obligations and developed country financial and technology transfer obligations
is underlined by article 20(4) which states that “the extent to which developing country Parties will effectively implement their commitments
under this Convention will depend on the effective implementation by developed country Parties of their commitments under this Convention
related to financial resources and transfer of technology and will take fully into account the fact that economic and social development and
eradication of poverty are the first and overriding priorities of developing country parties.".
The funding is to enable developing countries to cover the incremental costs associated with measures to implement the Convention’s
obligations. Such costs have to be agreed upon between the developing country concerned and the financial mechanism established under
article 21.

The financial mechanism
The financial mechanism operates under the authority and guidance of and is accountable to the COP. The COP
determines the policy, strategy, programme priorities and criteria relating to access to and utilization of financial
resources under the mechanism. It provides regular guidance to the financial mechanism on these matters.
Financial resources and the financial mechanism are standing items on the agenda of the COP.
The COP decided that the Global Environment Facility (“GEF”) shall serve as the institutional structure to
operate the financial mechanism under the Convention on an interim basis (Decision I/2) and a Memorandum of
Understanding was concluded between the CBD Secretariat and the GEF Council in 1996.

Innovative financial mechanisms
As part of the Convention’s Strategy for resource mobilization Parties are exploring new and innovative approaches at all levels with a view
to supplement and increase funding to support the three objectives of the Convention, such as payment for ecosystem services, biodiversity
offset mechanisms, fiscal reform or private funding.
Case Study - Raising resources through environmental payments: water fund in Cauca Valley, southwestern Colombia
Valle del Cauca (Cauca Valley) is a high productive and fertile region, with a huge number of sugarcane producers. Sugarcane is
also an important export and domestic crop for the country. This region lies in a very rich hydrological system containing important
watersheds supplying water to 900,000 people residing in the cities, including the city capital Cali.This region is quite sensitive to
climate factors causing water scarcity during the summer.
A water fund was implemented to secure biodiversity and water-related services benefits, particularly reduction in sedimentation
and maintenance of water flows. Activities carried out through investments by the fund include conserving at least 125,000 hectares
of the natural ecosystems and improving management of the landscape. These activities will benefit 920,000 people downstream and
sugar cane production.
(Extracted from Global Biodiversity Outlook-4 : TEEB case Water Funds for conservation of ecosystem services in watersheds, Colombia,

4. The Strategic Plan
Another tool to support the implementation of the convention is the adoption of a strategic
plan by the COP with some targets and timeframe. The latest strategic plan was adopted by
COP-10 in 2010 (Decision X/2). The Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020, including
the biodiversity Aichi Targets, is designed as an overarching framework for biodiversity for
the entire United Nations system.
The mission of the new plan is to "take effective and urgent action to halt the loss of
biodiversity in order to ensure that by 2020 ecosystems are resilient and continue to provide
essential services, thereby securing the planet's variety of life, and contributing to human
well-being, and poverty eradication. To ensure this, pressures on biodiversity are reduced,
ecosystems are restored, biological resources are sustainably used and benefits arising out
of utilization of genetic resources are shared in a fair and equitable manner; adequate
financial resources are provided, capacities are enhanced, biodiversity issues and values mainstreamed, appropriate policies are effectively
implemented, and decision-making is based on sound science and the precautionary approach."
Parties shall align their NBSAP with the new strategy. As of October 2014, 30 Parties had revised their NBSAP according to the new
Strategic Plan and 112 Parties have submitted their Fifth National Report, which focuses on the implementation of the 2011-2020 Strategic
Plan.

Strategic Plan 2011-2020, including Aichi Biodiversity Targets

Thematic programmes of work
The thematic programmes of work correspond to some of the major biomes on the
planet
Agricultural Biodiversity
Dry and Sub-humid Lands Biodiversity
Forest Biodiversity
Inland Waters Biodiversity
Island Biodiversity
Marine and Coastal Biodiversity
Mountain Biodiversity

Cross-cutting programmes of work
The cross-cutting programmes affect and support all thematic areas by providing tools and guidance
Aichi Biodiversity Targets

Global Taxonomy Initiative

Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-Sharing

Impact Assessment

Biodiversity for Development

Identification, Monitoring, Indicators and Assessment

Climate Change and Biodiversity

Invasive Alien Species

Communication, Education and Public Awareness

Liability and Redress (Article 14.2)

Economics, Trade and Incentive Measures

Protected Areas

Ecosystem Approach

Sustainable Use of Biodiversity

Gender and Biodiversity

Tourism and Biodiversity

Global Strategy for Plant Conservation

Traditional Knowledge, Innovation and Practices (Article 8.j)

Technology Transfer and Cooperation

