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1. Traditional Knowledge
The preamble to the Convention recognizes the close and traditional dependence of many indigenous and local
communities embodying traditional lifestyles on biological resources and the need for fair and equitable sharing of
benefits arising from the use of traditional biodiversity-related knowledge, innovations and practices.

http://www.informea.org/node/255/text?article=320#article-320


2. Main obligation : Article 8(j)
The protection, preservation and maintenance of traditional biodiversity-related knowledge and the sharing of benefits arising
from the use of such knowledge is further elaborated upon in article 8(j) of the Convention. It provides that:

“Each Contracting party shall: (j) subject to its legislation, respect, preserve and maintain knowledge, innovations and
practices of indigenous and local communities embodying traditional lifestyles relevant for the conservation and sustainable
use of biological diversity and promote their wider application with the approval and involvement of the holders of such
knowledge, innovation and practices and encourage the equitable sharing of the benefits arising from the utilization of such
knowledge, innovations and practices...” 
Article 10(c) further requires states to “protect and encourage customary use of biological resources in accordance with
traditional cultural practices that are compatible with conservation or sustainable use requirements.” 

http://www.informea.org/treaties/cbd/?id_treaty_article=9#article_9
http://www.informea.org/treaties/cbd/?id_treaty_article=11#article_11


3. Working Group on Article 8(j)
In order to address the implementation of article 8(j), COP-4 established the Ad Hoc Open- Ended Inter-session Working
Group (“Working Group”) on article 8(j) and related provisions of the Convention. The mandate of the Working Group was to
provide the COP with advice on the application and development of legal and other appropriate forms of protection of
traditional biodiversity-related knowledge, innovations and practices. 

One of the main achievements of the Working Group has been the adoption in 2004 of the Akwé Kon Voluntary Guidelines for
the Conduct of Cultural, Environmental and Social Impact Assessment regarding Developments Proposed to take place on, or
which are likely to Impact on, Sacred Sites and on Lands and Waters Traditionally Occupied or Used by Indigenous and Local
Communities by COP-7.

The Guidelines provide a collaborative framework ensuring the full involvement of indigenous and local communities in the
assessment of cultural, environmental and social impact of proposed developments on sacred sites and on lands and waters they
have traditionally occupied. Moreover, guidance is provided on how to take into account traditional knowledge, innovations
and practices as part of the impact-assessment processes and promote the use of appropriate technologies. 

https://www.cbd.int/convention/wg8j.shtml
http://www.informea.org/terms/conference-of-the-parties-cop
http://www.cbd.int/doc/publications/akwe-brochure-en.pdf


4. The Nagoya Protocol and Traditional Knowledge
The Nagoya Protocol establishes that Parties shall seek for prior informed consent in relation to traditional knowledge
associated with genetic resources held by indigenous and local communities, as well as to genetic resources held by indigenous
and local communities where the rights of these communities over these resources have been recognized.

It also provides for the sharing of benefits, based on mutually agreed terms, arising from the use of traditional knowledge
associated with genetic resources, as well as benefits arising from the use of genetic resources in accordance with domestic
legislation.

In addition, Parties to the Protocol must ensure that their nationals comply with the domestic legislation and regulatory
requirements of provider countries related to access and benefit-sharing of traditional knowledge associated with genetic
resources.

http://www.informea.org/treaties/nagoya/


5. Case Study - monitoring of traditional knowledge in the philippines
Indigenous Kalanguya communities in Tinoc, Ifugao Philippines have been revitalizing customary land use and territorial
management using culturally-defined ecosystems-based approaches. Tinoc is one of the pilot communities of the Philippine
Traditional Knowledge Network (PTKN) where community-based monitoring of traditional knowledge is being conducted
using multiple indicators, e.g. on linguistic diversity, traditional occupations, land tenure and land use change.

Data generated includes cultural mapping of multiple land and forests uses, documentation of customary tenure systems,
traditional occupations, status of traditional knowledge holders and cultural transmission. The status of flora and fauna,
productivity of major crops and soil fertility has also been investigated. Some findings include: contraction of watershed forests
to 60 per cent of their size in 1970 due to conversion to vegetable farming and up to 30–50 per cent decline in rice yields due to
weakening of traditional knowledge about soil enhancement practices as well as increased pest damage due to moving away
from traditional pest control such as through synchronized farming activities.

The information gathered through the project is being used to stimulate community actions on conservation, sustainable use
and customary governance over lands, forests and waters. Plans have been developed for revitalizing traditional knowledge and
strengthening customary practices and law, including biodiversity management plans and demarcation of protected watershed
areas and to strictly control the privatization of common lands critical for community wellbeing and biodiversity. It has led to
the adoption of a covenant (by the local community and local government) to prevent environmental degradation and promote
peoples’ wellbeing through the revival of indigenous knowledge practices and systems of territorial management. 

(Extracted from the Global Biodiversity Outlook 4 and TEBTEBBA Developing and Implementing CBMIS: The Global
Workshop and the Philippine Workshop Reports) 

http://www.tebtebba.org/index.php/content/271-developing-and-implementing-cbmis-the-global-workshop-and-the-philippine-workshop-reports

