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1. The International System of Protection
The international system of protection is ensured on both the national and
international level. Cultural and natural property that forms part of the world
heritage remains subject to the legislation of the state where it is located. Thus,
territorial sovereignty and property rights over elements of the world natural
heritage are respected by the World Heritage Convention.

However, the country hosting a heritage site has both rights and obligations.
Article 4 requires each party to ensure the identification, protection,
conservation, presentation and transmission to future generations of the cultural
and natural heritage situated within its territory. Parties periodically have to
submit reports to a specially created committee on the measures that they have
taken to implement the Convention. 

http://www.informea.org/terms/cultural-and-natural-heritage/
http://www.informea.org/terms/national-legislation
http://www.informea.org/terms/sovereignty
http://www.informea.org/treaties/whc/summary/
http://www.informea.org/treaties/whc?id_treaty_article=264#article_264
http://www.informea.org/terms/conservation/
http://www.informea.org/terms/national-reporting/
http://www.informea.org/terms/implementation/


International Cooperation

At the international level, the entire international community has a duty to
cooperate in the protection of the world cultural and natural heritage. This duty
includes an obligation not to take any deliberate measures which might damage
directly or indirectly the cultural or natural heritage and for other parties to
support the requesting state in the identification, protection, conservation and
presentation of cultural and natural heritage, recognizing that it constitutes a
universal heritage. 

http://www.informea.org/terms/international-cooperation
https://www.informea.org/en/terms/cultural-heritage


2. World Heritage Committee
The Intergovernmental Committee for the Protection of the Cultural and Natural
Heritage of Outstanding Universal Value, also referred to as the World Heritage
Committee, consists of twenty-one members elected by the General Assembly
of State Parties during the General Conference of UNESCO.

Representatives of international intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations (“NGOs”) may attend the meetings in an advisory capacity and be
invited to participate in particular discussions and problems.

The Secretariat of the Committee, which operates as the World Heritage Centre
in Paris, is provided by the Director General of UNESCO. 

http://e-learning.informea.org/The%20Intergovernmental%20Committee%20for%20the%20Protection%20of%20the%20Cultural%20and%20Natural%20Heritage%20of%20Outstanding%20Universal%20Value,%20also%20referred%20to%20as%20the%20World%20Heritage%20Committee,%20consists%20of%20twenty-one%20members%20elected%20by%20the%20General%20Assembly%20of%20State%20parties%20during%20the%20General%20Conference%20of%20UNESCO.%20Representatives%20of%20international%20intergovernmental%20and%20Non-Governmental%20Organizations%20(%E2%80%9CNGOs%E2%80%9D)%20may%20attend%20the%20meetings%20in%20an%20advisory%20capacity%20and%20be%20invited%20to%20participate%20in%20particular%20discussions%20and%20problems.%20The%20Secretariat%20of%20the%20Committee,%20which%20operates%20as%20the%20World%20Heritage%20Centre%20in%20Paris,%20is%20provided%20by%20the%20Director%20General%20of%20UNESCO.%20
http://whc.unesco.org/en/ga/
http://www.informea.org/terms/non-governmental-organization
http://whc.unesco.org/en/world-heritage-centre/


3. The World Heritage List
States Parties may submit nominations of properties of cultural and/or natural value considered to be of "Outstanding Universal
Value" for inscription on the World Heritage List. Outstanding Universal Value means “cultural and/or natural significance
which is so exceptional as to transcend national boundaries and to be of common importance for present and future generations
of all humanity. As such, the permanent protection of this heritage is of the highest importance to the international community
as a whole.”

A major task of the World Heritage Committee is the establishment, maintenance and publication of the World Heritage List.
To be included on the World Heritage List, sites must satisfy the selection criteria. These criteria are explained in the
Operational Guidelines. 

http://www.informea.org/terms/party/
https://www.informea.org/en/terms/resource-accounting
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/
http://whc.unesco.org/en/guidelines/
http://whc.unesco.org/en/interactive-map/


Criteria
The Committee considers a property as having Outstanding Universal Value if the property meets one or more of the following
criteria:

represent a masterpiece of human creative genius;
exhibit an important interchange of human values, over a span of time or within a cultural area of the world, on
developments in architecture or technology, monumental arts, town-planning or landscape design;
bear a unique or at least exceptional testimony to a cultural tradition or to a civilization which is living or which has
disappeared;
be an outstanding example of a type of building, architectural or technological ensemble or landscape which illustrates
(a) significant stage(s) in human history;
be an outstanding example of a traditional human settlement, land-use, or sea-use which is representative of a culture (or
cultures), or human interaction with the environment especially when it has become vulnerable under the impact of
irreversible change;
be directly or tangibly associated with events or living traditions, with ideas, or with beliefs, with artistic and literary
works of outstanding universal significance. (The Committee considers that this criterion should preferably be used in
conjunction with other criteria);
contain superlative natural phenomena or areas of exceptional natural beauty and aesthetic importance;
be outstanding examples representing major stages of earth's history, including the record of life, significant on-going
geological processes in the development of landforms, or significant geomorphic or physiographic features;
be outstanding examples representing significant on- going ecological and biological processes in the evolution and
development of terrestrial, fresh water, coastal and marine ecosystems and communities of plants and animals;
contain the most important and significant natural habitats for in-situ conservation of biological diversity, including those
containing threatened species of Outstanding Universal Value from the point of view of science or conservation.

To be deemed of Outstanding Universal Value, a property must also meet the conditions of integrity and/or authenticity and
must have an adequate protection and management system to ensure its safeguarding.



Sites Deletion

Sites are listed on the basis of the detailed criteria found in the Guidelines and
only with consent of the territorial state. If the listed property is claimed by more
than one state, competing rights to the property are not to be prejudiced by
inclusion on that list.

The World Heritage Committee also has the power to remove properties from
the World Heritage List if the property has deteriorated to the extent that it has
lost those characteristics which determined its inclusion in the World Heritage
List, where the intrinsic qualities of a World Heritage site were already
threatened at the time of its nomination by action of man and where the
necessary corrective measures as outlined by the state party at the time, have not
been taken within the time proposed. The possibility of deletion from the List acts as an incentive on state parties to comply
with the Convention’s requirements. 



4. List of World Heritage in Danger
The World Heritage Committee establishes and publishes a List of World
Heritage in Danger, which includes property threatened by serious and specific
dangers, such as the threat of disappearance caused by accelerated deterioration,
large-scale public or private projects, armed conflict, natural calamities, like
fires, earthquakes, landslides, etcetera.

This List is designed to call the world's attention to natural or human-made
conditions that threaten the characteristics for which the site was originally
inscribed on the World Heritage List. Endangered sites on this list are entitled to
particular attention and emergency action. In urgent cases, such as outbreak of
war, the Committee will make the listing itself without having received a formal
request. This List contains 46 properties as of January 2015. 

http://whc.unesco.org/en/danger/


Requirements

The placing of a property on this List is within the discretion of the Committee:
the Committee may include a property in the List of World Heritage in Danger
when the following requirements are met:

The property under consideration is on the World Heritage List,
The property is threatened by serious and specific danger.

In the case of natural properties:

a) ASCERTAINED DANGER - The property is faced with specific and proven
imminent danger, such as:

A serious decline in the population of the endangered species or the other species of Outstanding Universal Value for
which the property was legally established to protect, either by natural factors such as disease or by man-made factors
such as poaching.
Severe deterioration of the natural beauty or scientific value of the property, as by human settlement, construction of
reservoirs which flood important parts of the property, industrial and agricultural development including use of pesticides
and fertilizers, major public works, mining, pollution, logging, firewood collection, etc.
Human encroachment on boundaries or in upstream areas which threaten the integrity of the property.

b) POTENTIAL DANGER - The property is faced with major threats which could have deleterious effects on its inherent
characteristics. Such threats are, for example: 

A modification of the legal protective status of the area;
Planned resettlement or development projects within the property or so situated that the impacts threaten the property;
Outbreak or threat of armed conflict;
The management plan or management system is lacking or inadequate, or not fully implemented.
Threatening impacts of climatic, geological or other environmental factors.

The threats and/or their detrimental impacts on the integrity of the property must be amenable to correction by human action
and major operations are necessary for the conservation of the property. Assistance under the Convention has been requested
for the property; the Committee is of the view that its assistance in certain cases may most effectively be limited to messages of
its concern, including the message sent by inscription of a property on the List of World Heritage in Danger and that such
assistance may be requested by any Committee member or the Secretariat


