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1. Introduction
“Wild animals in their innumerable forms are an irreplaceable part of the Earth’s natural system which must be conserved for
the good of mankind.”
Preamble of text of the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals

Adoption of the Bonn Convention
The need of a worldwide agreement on the conservation of migratory
species was recognized in the 1972 UN Conference on the Human
Environment.
The negotiations for the adoption of the Convention on the Conservation
on Migratory Species came to a successful conclusion in June 1979 in a
suburb of the German city of Bonn and entered into force in 1983.
It is commonly known as CMS or the Bonn Convention.

2. Protecting migratory species
“Conservation and effective management of migratory species of wild animals require the concerted action of all States within
the national jurisdictional boundaries of which such species spend any part of their life cycle”
Preamble of the CMS

What is Migration?
Migration is a natural phenomenon by
which individuals of given species move
between sites. This can occur at different
times of the year, at different stages of
their lives, or in search of appropriate
conditions for breeding and raising their
young and in some cases involves very
long distances.

Migration in the CMS
Article I of the CMS defines ‘migratory species’ as “the entire population or any geographically separate part of the population
of any species or lower taxon of wild animals, a significant proportion of whose members cyclically and predictably cross one
of more national jurisdictional boundaries.”
The CMS definition does not include:
1. other forms of movements such as foraging and ranging
2. migrants that move within the territory of a state but allows for the inclusion of technical migrants such as several bat
species and species such as Gorillas that live in frontier

Why shall we protect migratory species?
Migratory species of wild animals are part of the world’s natural heritage.
They form a significant portion of its biodiversity and genetic resources and
play a unique role as indicators of ecological change (e.g. climate and
pollution).
In addition, they provide numerous ecosystem services for instance by
dispersing seeds and pollinating plants. They are a source of food for other
animals and humans. Many have spiritual and cultural significance and are
key elements of ecotourism.

Human-made threats to migratory animals
However, human activities threaten many species, and conservation efforts for migratory species are made more difficult
because by their very nature as migratory animals, their behaviour means that they are frequently on the move. They depend on
a range of often fragile habitats.
Threats include barriers to migration (dams, power lines, wind farms, fences, roads, railways); habitat loss and degradation; bycatch; underwater noise; invasive alien species; wildlife disease; illegal hunting and fishing; pollution; marine debris;
poisoning; desertification and climate change. As a result, many once common migratory species are becoming increasingly
rare.
There is a growing need to recognize the links between species and their habitats and, in particular, to protect breeding,
wintering and stopover sites and migratory corridors. As migratory species pay no attention to jurisdictional boundaries,
effective conservation depends on cooperation between countries.

Case Study: Conservation of migratory species in Central Asia
CMS has identified barriers to migration as a key priority for the
conservation of migratory species. In Central Asia, the number
of planned and constructed large infrastructure projects
increased rapidly over the last years, causing serious threats to
major migratory ungulates such as Goitered and Mongolian
Gazelles, Asiatic Wild Asses, wild camels and Saiga Antelopes.
Negative effects include habitat fragmentation and barriers to
migration routes, genetic isolation and splitting of population as
well as direct mortality when animals run into trucks or die
hanging in wired fences.
Representatives of the Governments of Mongolia, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan and Germany, the CMS, and several scientific
institutions and non-governmental organizations assessed the level and scope of existing and planned infrastructure
development, their impact on migratory ungulates, and developed joint solutions to mitigate those impacts.
You can read further about this case study in the Report "Analyzing the Effects of Infrastructure on Migratory Terrestrial
Mammals in Mongolia"

3. The Role of CMS

An unique mandate
CMS is the only global UN-based
intergovernmental organization established for
the conservation and management of terrestrial,
aquatic and avian migratory species throughout
their range. It provides a specialized forum for
countries to agree on common priorities and
conservation measures and it supports for
integrated implementation of biodiversity
protection, research and capacity-building
projects.

CMS as a framework convention
Further instruments, tailored to the specific needs of the Range States, can be developed under
the CMS for a single species or a group of related species and range from a bilateral agreement
to regional or global geographical scope.
These instruments can be:
1. 1) Agreement: Legally-binding instruments to commit to implement agreed obligations
and measures
2. 2) Memorandum of Understanding: Non-legally binding instruments to concern common
action
CMS and its instruments determine policy and provide further guidance on specific issues
through their strategic plans, action plans, resolutions, decisions and guidelines.

CMS Agreements

Click on the logos to visit the websites of the CMS Agreements

CMS Memorada of Understanding
List of species covered by the Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) concluded under the auspices of CMS
Aquatic Warbler
Atlantic Turtles
Birds of Prey (Raptors)
Bukhara Deer
Dugong
High Andean Flamingos
IOSEA Marine Turtles
Middle-European Great Bustard
Monk Seal in the Atlantic
Pacific Islands Cetaceans
Ruddy-headed Goose
Saiga Antelope
Sharks
Siberian Crane
Slender-billed Curlew
South Andean Huemul
Southern South American Grassland Birds
West African Elephants
Western African Aquatic Mammals

Species Coverage
The CMS Family covers a great diversity of migratory species. The Appendices of CMS
include many mammals, including land mammals, marine mammals and bats; birds; fish;
reptiles and one insect.
Under CMS article III, those species threatened with extinction are listed in
Appendix. Parties that are Range States to Appendix I species are obliged to afford them
strict protection.
Further migratory species needing or significantly benefitting from international co-operation
are listed in Appendix II according to article IV. These species, either individually or by
taxonomic group, are the basis for establishing instruments – regional or global – under CMS.

Addition and removal of species from the Appendices
The CMS Conference of the Parties (COP) can decide to add (or remove) a
species from the Appendices backed by reliable scientific evidence. Any Party
can make such a proposal to the COP, which is adopted if supported by two
thirds of the Parties present and voting.
The change takes effect after 90 days, unless a Party notifies the Depositary
that it wishes to enter a reservation. AEWA has a similar provision, as does
EUROBATS (although the changes take effect after 60 days rather than 90).

Membership of CMS and its Instruments
As of May 2014, there are 120 Parties to the CMS.
In addition, a further 33 countries are Member States to instruments, while many of the 120 are also Parties and signatories to
Agreements and MOUs
In many cases joining one of these instruments has been a first step to join the mother Convention.
For example, France is Party to five of the seven Agreements and signatory to five of the MOUs, and Senegal is Party to one
Agreement and a signatory to six MOUs.

4. Defining the CMS Family National Focal Points
National Focal Points (NFP) are the government-appointed officials with lead
responsibility for overseeing and guiding the implementation of CMS or one of its
instruments nationally and liaising with the Secretariat or Coordinating Unit and
their counterparts in other Member States.
They are faced with many different questions when dealing with national
implementation.

Roles and responsibilities of CMS NFP
The CMS Standing Committee developed a document to clarify the general roles and responsibilities of CMS National Focal
Points and give guidance as to how they might contribute more effectively to the operation of CMS and facilitate interactions
between the Party they represent and CMS.
The CMS National Focal Points serve as a link with CMS as well as the responsible institutions in the country through
maintaining a constant flow of information.
The Focal Point should be working in one of the relevant Ministries dealing with nature conservation in their countries.
A working knowledge of the operations of the Convention is desirable.
The working languages of the Convention are English, French and Spanish and therefore the Focal Point should be able
to communicate at least in one of these languages.

