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Introduction

This course focuses on the implementation of international principles for sustainable water management, through the lens of
the Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs). It aims at illustrating the main “green” principles of international water
law, stemming from both binding and non-binding instruments, and their implementation in domestic legislation,
transboundary agreements and related court/arbitration decisions.
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This course focuses on the implementation of international principles for sustainable water management, through the lens of
the Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs). It aims at illustrating the main “green” principles of international water
law, stemming from both binding and non-binding instruments, and their implementation in domestic legislation,
transboundary agreements and related court/arbitration decisions.

 

The course is mainly intended for policy makers (and their staff) from transboundary Basin Organizations (BOs), as well as
from national water authorities, to foster the understanding of international and domestic water law and to build capacity for its
implementation. The target audience also includes policy makers (and their staff) from regional and national legislatures,
technocrats and water managers from BOs and water authorities, as well as graduate students in various disciplines (e.g. law,
policy, water management, etc.).

The programme of this training course builds on a number of international water law principles:

 

1. Equitable and reasonable utilization of transboundary water resources;
2. No significant transboundary harm, impact and pollution; and
3. Ecosystem and biodiversity protection.

 

In addition, the programme covers the protection of groundwater resources in view of their vulnerability to pollution and over-
abstraction. Healthy aquifers have an important environment-support function for at least two reasons: i) they provide the base-
flow of rivers (subsurface flow) and ii) they discharge as wetlands, springs and oases, ensuring the survival of ecosystems.



The training programme is organized in five modules, as per annexed course description: an introductory module (Module
A) on the “greening” of international and national water law and four core modules: the first three core modules (Modules B, C
and D) address the three main international water law principles (equitable and reasonable utilization, no significant harm, and
ecosystem protection) and the fourth one (Module E) discusses the protection of aquifers. Each module includes two classes
(see box below).

In Module A, the first class introduces the concept of “greening” applied to international water law. The second class
introduces the concept of “greening” as applied to domestic water law.

In the core modules (Modules B to E), the first class identifies the legal foundation of the relevant principles, clarifies their
“green” interpretation and illustrates their implementation at national and basin level (bi- and multilateral treaties, domestic
legislation and court/arbitration decisions). The second class presents a thematic case study concerning a specific application of
the principle. Thus, it illustrates how the selected global principles have been implemented at national and basin level (bi- and
multilateral treaties, domestic legislation and court/arbitration decisions).

The material for each class includes: a Power Point presentation and a manual containing: a general overview presenting the
scope, purpose and methodology of the class; a supporting briefing note; one or two group exercises; and a list of reading
material.

 The training programme is designed for delivery in a 5-day workshop (one module/two classes per day), ideally for 15 to 25
participants. Each class is designed to last 3 hours, organized as follows: a 45-minute presentation; a 15-minute session for
questions & answers; and a 2-hour session for group exercises.



 

MODULE A:   WATER LAW AND THE ENVIRONMENT

1               Integrating Environmental Concerns in International Water Law

2               Integrating Environmental Concerns in National Water Law

MODULE B:   EQUITABLE AND REASONABLE USE OF WATER
RESOURCES

1               The Principle of Equitable and Reasonable Use

2               Equitable and Reasonable Use of Water Resources in Practice

MODULE C:   NO SIGNIFICANT HARM, TRANSBOUNDARY IMPACT AND
POLLUTION CONTROL

1               No Significant Harm, Pollution Prevention, and Quality Standards

2               No Significant Harm and Transboundary Environmental Impact Assessments
(EIA)

MODULE D:   ECOSYSTEM AND BIODIVERSITY PROTECTION

1               Ecosystem Approach and Ecosystem Services

2               Dams, Ecosystems and Fisheries

MODULE E:   PROTECTION OF GROUNDWATER SYSTEMS

1               Regulation of the Environment-Support Function of Groundwater Systems

2               Prevention of Aquifer Pollution
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