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Reflecting on the wide consensus among States since the 1972 United Nations Stockholm
Conference on the Human Environment, there are many well settled principles that provide a
foundation for restating a common aspiration and global vision for sustaining Earth’s shared
biosphere. The International Council of Environmental law (ICEL) recommends reaffirming the
following 33 fundamental principles. They are arranged chronologically, by declaration.
THE 1972 STOCKHOLM DECLARATION:
1. Man is both creature and moulder of his environment, which gives him physical sustenance and affords
him the opportunity for intellectual, moral, social and spiritual growth. In the long and tortuous evolution
of the human race on this planet a stage has been reached when, through the rapid acceleration of science
and technology, man has acquired the power to transform his environment in countless ways and on an
unprecedented scale. Both aspects of man's environment, the natural and the man-made, are essential to his
well-being and to the enjoyment of basic human rights the right to life itself.
2. The protection and improvement of the human environment is a major issue which affects the well-being
of peoples and economic development throughout the world; it is the urgent desire of the peoples of the
whole world and the duty of all Governments.
3. Man has constantly to sum up experience and go on discovering, inventing, creating and advancing. In
our time, man's capability to transform his surroundings, if used wisely, can bring to all peoples the benefits
of development and the opportunity to enhance the quality of life. Wrongly or heedlessly applied, the same
power can do incalculable harm to human beings and the human environment. We see around us growing
evidence of man-made harm in many regions of the earth: dangerous levels of pollution in water, air, earth
and living beings; major and undesirable disturbances to the ecological balance of the biosphere; destruction
and depletion of irreplaceable resources; and gross deficiencies, harmful to the physical, mental and social
health of man, in the man-made environment, particularly in the living and working environment.

THE 1992 RIO DECLARATION:
4. [Principle 1] Human beings are at the centre of concerns for sustainable development. They are entitled
to a healthy and productive life in harmony with nature.

5. [Principle 2]. States have, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and the
principles of international law, the sovereign right to exploit their own resources pursuant to their own
environmental and developmental policies, and the responsibility to ensure that activities within their
jurisdiction or control do not cause damage to the environment of other States or of areas
beyond the limits of national jurisdiction.
6. [Principle 3]. The right to development must be fulfilled so as to equitably meet developmental and
environmental needs of present and future generations.
7. [Principle 4]. In order to achieve sustainable development, environmental protection shall constitute an
integral part of the development process and cannot be considered in isolation from it.
8. [Principle 5]. All States and all people shall cooperate in the essential task of eradicating poverty as an
indispensable requirement for sustainable development, in order to decrease the disparities in standards of
living and better meet the needs of the majority of the people of the world.
9. [Principle 6]. The special situation and needs of developing countries, particularly the least developed
and those most environmentally vulnerable, shall be given special priority. International actions in the field
of environment and development should also address the interests and needs of all countries.
10. [Principle 7]. States shall cooperate in a spirit of global partnership to conserve, protect and restore the
health and integrity of the Earth's ecosystem. In view of the different contributions to global environmental
degradation, States have common but differentiated responsibilities. The developed countries acknowledge
the responsibility that they bear in the international pursuit of sustainable development in view of the
pressures their societies place on the global environment and of the technologies and financial resources
they command.
11. [Principle 8]. To achieve sustainable development and a higher quality of life for all people, States
should reduce and eliminate unsustainable patterns of production and consumption and promote appropriate
demographic policies.
12. [Principle 9]. States should cooperate to strengthen endogenous capacity-building for sustainable
development by improving scientific understanding through exchanges of scientific and technological
knowledge, and by enhancing the development, adaptation, diffusion and transfer of technologies, including
new and innovative technologies.
13. [Principle 10]. Environmental issues are best handled with the participation of all concerned citizens, at
the relevant level. At the national level, each individual shall have appropriate access to information
concerning the environment that is held by public authorities, including information on hazardous materials
and activities in their communities, and the opportunity to participate in decision-making processes. States
shall facilitate and encourage public awareness and participation by making information widely available.
Effective access to judicial and administrative proceedings, including redress and remedy, shall be
provided.

THE 2002 JOHANNESBURG DECLARATION:
14. [2]. We commit ourselves to building a humane, equitable and caring global society, cognizant of the
need for human dignity for all.
15. [3]. At the beginning of this Summit, the children of the world spoke to us in a simple yet clear voice
that the future belongs to them, and accordingly challenged all of us to ensure that through our actions they

will inherit a world free of the indignity and indecency occasioned by poverty, environmental degradation
and patterns of unsustainable development.
16. [4]. As part of our response to these children, who represent our collective future, all of us, coming from
every corner of the world, informed by different life experiences, are united and moved by a deeply felt
sense that we urgently need to create a new and brighter world of hope.
17. [5]. Accordingly, we assume a collective responsibility to advance and strengthen the interdependent
and mutually reinforcing pillars of sustainable development - economic development, social development
and environmental protection - at the local, national, regional and global levels.
18. [11]. We recognize that poverty eradication, changing consumption and production patterns and
protecting and managing the natural resource base for economic and social development are overarching
objectives of and essential requirements for sustainable development.
19. (12]. The deep fault line that divides human society between the rich and the poor and the everincreasing gap between the developed and developing worlds pose a major threat to global prosperity,
security and stability.
20. [13]. The global environment continues to suffer. Loss of biodiversity continues, fish stocks continue
to be depleted, desertification claims more and more fertile land, the adverse effects of climate change are
already evident, natural disasters are more frequent and more devastating, and developing countries more
vulnerable, and air, water and marine pollution continue to rob millions of a decent life.
21. [21]. We recognize the reality that global society has the means and is endowed with the resources to
address the challenges of poverty eradication and sustainable development confronting all humanity.
Together, we will take extra steps to ensure that these available resources are used to the benefit of
humanity.
22 [24]. We shall continue to pay special attention to the developmental needs of small island developing
States and the least developed countries.
23 [25]. We reaffirm the vital role of the indigenous peoples in sustainable development.
24 [26]. We recognize that sustainable development requires a long-term perspective and broad-based
participation in policy formulation, decision-making and implementation at all levels. As social partners,
we will continue to work for stable partnerships with all major groups, respecting the independent,
important roles of each of them.
25 [27]. We agree that in pursuit of its legitimate activities the private sector, including both large and small
companies, has a duty to contribute to the evolution of equitable and sustainable communities and societies.
26 [32]. We reaffirm our commitment to the principles and purposes of the Charter of the United Nations
and international law, as well as to the strengthening of multilateralism. We support the leadership role of
the United Nations as the most universal and representative organization in the world, which is best placed
to promote sustainable development.

THE RIO + 20 OUTCOME DECLARATION – THE FUTURE WE WANT:
27 [40]. We call for holistic and integrated approaches to sustainable development that will guide humanity
to live in harmony with nature and lead to efforts to restore the health and integrity of the Earth's ecosystem.

28 [41]. We acknowledge the natural and cultural diversity of the world and recognize that all cultures and
civilizations can contribute to sustainable development.
29 [190]. We reaffirm that climate change is one of the greatest challenges of our time, and we express
profound alarm that emissions of greenhouse gases continue to rise globally. We are deeply concerned that
all countries, particularly developing countries, are vulnerable to the adverse impacts of climate change,
and are already experiencing increased impacts, including persistent drought and extreme weather events,
sea-level rise, coastal erosion and ocean acidification, further threatening food security and efforts to
eradicate poverty and achieve sustainable development. In this regard we emphasize that adaptation to
climate change represents an immediate and urgent global priority.
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30 [7]. In these [Sustainable Development] Goals and targets, we are setting out a supremely ambitious and
transformational vision. We envisage a world free of poverty, hunger, disease and want, where all life can
thrive. We envisage a world free of fear and violence. A world with universal literacy. A world with
equitable and universal access to quality education at all levels, to health care and social protection, where
physical, mental and social well-being are assured. A world where we reaffirm our commitments regarding
the human right to safe drinking water and sanitation and where there is improved hygiene; and where food
is sufficient, safe, affordable and nutritious. A world where human habitats are safe, resilient and sustainable
and where there is universal access to affordable, reliable and sustainable energy.
31 [8]. We envisage a world of universal respect for human rights and human dignity, the rule of law,
justice, equality and non-discrimination; of respect for race, ethnicity and cultural diversity; and of equal
opportunity permitting the full realization of human potential and contributing to shared prosperity. A world
which invests in its children and in which every child grows up free from violence and exploitation. A
world in which every woman and girl enjoys full gender equality and all legal, social and economic barriers
to their empowerment have been removed. A just, equitable, tolerant, open and socially inclusive world in
which the needs of the most vulnerable are met.
32 [9]. We envisage a world in which every country enjoys sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic
growth and decent work for all. A world in which consumption and production patterns and use of all
natural resources – from air to land, from rivers, lakes and aquifers to oceans and seas – are sustainable.
One in which democracy, good governance and the rule of law, as well as an enabling environment at the
national and international levels, are essential for sustainable development, including sustained and
inclusive economic growth, social development, environmental protection and the eradication of poverty
and hunger. One in which development and the application of technology are climate-sensitive, respect
biodiversity and are resilient. One in which humanity lives in harmony with nature and in which wildlife
and other living species are protected.

PARIS AGREEMENT
33. Preamble. Acknowledging that climate change is a common concern of humankind, Parties
should, when taking action to address climate change, respect, promote and consider their
respective obligations on human rights, the right to health, the rights of indigenous peoples, local
communities, migrants, children, persons with disabilities and people in vulnerable situations and
the right to development, as well as gender equality, empowerment of women and
intergenerational equity,
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ICEL commends these agreed principles to the consultations of the ad hoc open working group
convened by the United Nations General Assembly pursuant to Resoluit0on 72/277 (10 May
2018), and suggests that reaffirming them makes an important contribution to strengthening the
national implementation of international environmental law.
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