
 

 

 

 

19 February 2019 

Submission by the European Union and its Member States 

Subject matters for the second substantive session  
of the Ad Hoc Open-Ended Working Group on Global Pact for the Environment 

(Nairobi, 18-20 March 2019) 

 

Dear Co-Chairs, 

On behalf of the EU and its Member States, we would like to transmit the following reflections 

for the second substantive session of the Ad Hoc Open-Ended Working Group “Towards a Global 

Pact for the Environment”, scheduled for March 2019. 

Our preliminary views regarding gaps or deficiencies related to international environmental law 

and its implementation were expressed throughout the 1st substantive session. 

As pointed out in our statement regarding the conclusions chapter of the UN Secretary General's 

report, the EU and its Member States recognise that gaps exists also beyond those identified in 

the report, and that some of these gaps may need further actions. And, as many delegations 

mentioned, not all gaps identified by the Ad Hoc Open-Ended Working Group or by the report may 

need to be addressed directly through this process, while other gaps may be better addressed by 

other fora. 

We believe collective actions are needed to address environmental challenges that are of global 

concern. The European Union and its Member States recognize the potential role of this initiative 

to raise the profile of environmental issues on the global, regional, and domestic levels in order 

to increase political will and ambition to protect the environment. 

The next step in this process should be to identify possible ways to address gaps and to arrive 

at clear recommendations to the UN General Assembly. 

To help structure the discussion in the second substantive session, we suggest to focus discussions 

on the following questions: 

1.  How could gaps/challenges in international environmental law and environment-related 

instruments be addressed effectively in a coherent manner in order to enhance environmental 

protection and speed up the achievement of the 2030 Agenda? 
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2.  To what extent could the Global Pact for the Environment process contribute to 

strengthening  environmental principles and their application, for instance by addressing them in 

a document approved by the UN General Assembly, a High-level Declaration, a legally binding 

multilateral agreement or by other means? 

3. What are the steps the Global Pact for the Environment process can recommend to improve 

further implementation of international environmental law, environment related instruments and 

strengthening international environmental governance?     

4. Which issues and suggestions could the Ad Hoc Open-Ended Working Group recommend that 

the UN General Assembly invites existing regimes to consider?  

The EU and its MS look forward to continuing deliberations and to constructive cooperation with 

all Delegations under the guidance of the Co-Chairs towards meaningful recommendations to the 

UN General Assembly. 

 

_____________________ 


