
Egypt 
 

1. The government of Egypt is one of the initial signatories of the Vienna Convention 
in 1985 and the Montreal Protocol in 1987 which were ratified by Egypt started as 
early as 1988. Egypt actively participated in all international meetings dealing with 
the protection of the stratospheric ozone layer. Egypt ratified London Amendment 
in 3/1/1992, the Copenhagen Amendment in 28/6/1994, the Montreal Amendment 
in 20/7/2000 and Beijing Amendment in 6/3/2009.  

 

2. The Egyptian Government has shown sustained commitment to reduce the 
consumption of The Ozone Depleting Substances (ODSs).  Activities to protect the 
layer started as early as 1986, since then, it has moved aggressively to reduce ODSs 
consumption. Egypt is neither a manufacturer nor an exporter of ODS. A reduction 
of more than 60 % in demand for CFCs was achieved in 1991, primarily through a 
ministerial decree No. 977 issued in 1989 banning the use of chlorofluorocarbons 
(CFCs) in the new aerosols industries starting from 1990 and the ODSs phase-out 
programme has already started before the formulation of National Ozone Unit 
(NOU). In addition many enterprises switched to the ODS alternatives technology 
on their own initiative. 
 

3. The Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency (EEAA), which was directly affiliated 
to the Cabinet of Ministers {The EEAA was restructured in 1994 with a new 
mandate to represents the executive arm of the Ministry of State for Environmental 
Affairs (MSEA)}, is the competent authority for the implementation of all 
international environmental agreements and all their related protocols.  For optimal 
management of the implementation of ODSs phase –out, an Ozone Layer Protection 
Unit was established within EEAA. This acts as the national focal point for all 
matters related to ozone layer protection and supported by National Ozone 
Committee which was created by Ministerial Decree No. 93 of 1993 issued on 
July24, 1994.The NOC was reestablished in 1998 and was re-formed again 
beginning of 2013 to advice EEAA on matters related to national commitments to 
the Vienna Convention and the Montreal Protocol and its amendments. Its purpose 
is also to create the partnerships and to address the legislation necessary to deal with 
the implementation of national strategy for the phase-out of HCFCs. The National 
Ozone Committee made up of all stakeholder including government and NGO,s, 
scientists from academic institutions.  
 

4. Egypt has also shared its experience with other African and Middle East countries, 
including Jordan, Syria, Iraq and Palestinian Authority. Established cooperation 
with the Compliance Assistance Programme (CAP), hosting several regional 
events and Network meetings of ODS officers of Africa (ROA) and west Asia 
(ROWA), as arranged by UNEP, towards improvement and cooperation within the 
regions. Egypt was honoured to host the the 10th Meeting of the Parties 16th - 24th 
November 1998, Cairo, and the 21st Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol  
4 - 8 November 2009, Port Ghalib, Red Sea. 
 

5. According to Egypt’s country programme , the total ODSs consumption was 2890 
Tons weighted as an ODP of 3376{ reference year 1990}. Egypt implemented a 
successful and ambitious program to protect the environment and Ozone layer. 
More than 40 investment projects, so as to use ozone friendly substances instead of 



ozone depleting ones in different industrial products and agricultural applications, 
has been financed by the multilateral fund (MLF) and carried out by UN 
implementing agencies namely UNDP, GTZ and UNIDO during the period of 1992 
through 2013. 
 
 

Figure 1, presents the ODP Tons of all Montreal Projects funded by MLF and implemented 
in Egypt  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

6. To date Egypt has phased out CFCs, halons, methyl chloroform, carbon 
tetrachloride and methyl bromide for all uses except QPS and dates fumigation. 
Egypt is in line with the phase-out schedule succeeded to achieved compliance with 
the ODS phase-out targets, and with those targets achieved, the time was ripe to 
look into the future. The next stage shall witness implementing the hydro 
chlorofluorocarbons phase-out management plan (HPMP) to phase-out hydro 
chlorofluorocarbons (HCFC's) from all sectors, drawing on lessons learned in 
phasing out other ozone-depleting substances.  
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Figure 2, presents the HCFC's phase out schedule 
 

 
 

 

7. The import licensing and quota system for ODS,s had been put in place  in 2000 and 
supported by a number of legal instruments, ministerial and legislative measures 
and  decrees. In summary, these decrees require by law that any company or 
individual wishing to import ODSs and substances under control in accordance with 
Montreal Protocol decisions and its amendments into the country is obliged to 
obtain an import permit. The import permits are issued and authorized solely by the 
EEAA - NOU,  

 

8. EEAA depends on the following steps to achieve complete phase out of ODS,s: 
 

• Facilitate compliance with Montreal Protocol for protecting Ozone Layer 
without impeding development programs or affecting priorities set by the state 
to achieve sustainable development. 

• Provide assistance to national companies using HCFC's to replace them with 
non-ODS alternatives. 

• Cooperate with all enforcement authorities in the country, provide them with 
equipment to analyze refrigerants and organize training programs on how to use 
such equipment. 

• Sustain execution of ODS recovery and recycling programs. 
• Conduct awareness campaigns to all categories of the society about 

environmental friendly alternatives.  
• Restrict importation of HCFCs and equipment depend on ODS substances. 

 
 
 


