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1. Main Governance Structures of the International Treaty



1. 1. Governing Body

The Governing Body is the highest organ of the Treaty
as established in Article 19. Composed of
representatives of all Contracting Parties, its basic
function is to promote the full implementation of the
Treaty, including the provision of policy guidance on
the implementation of the Treaty.

The Governing Body holds regular sessions at least
once every two years. The decisions are taken by

consensus unless it is decided  to employ another method to arrive at decisions on certain measures. Consensus is always
required for amendments of the Treaty and its annexes. The Governing Body adopted its Rules of procedures at its first session
in Madrid.

The Governing Body has established a number of subsidiary bodies since its first session in 2006 like the Third Party
Beneficiary Committee, the Compliance Committee and other ad hoc committees like the one on the Funding Strategy, the
Multilateral System or the one on Sustainable Use.

http://www.informea.org/terms/governing-body/
http://www.informea.org/treaties/plant-treaty/?id_treaty_article=321#article_321
http://www.informea.org/terms/party/
http://www.informea.org/terms/implementation/
http://www.informea.org/terms/decision/
http://www.informea.org/terms/subsidiary-body/


1. 2. The Bureau

The Governing Body elects its Chairperson and Vice-Chairpersons, in conformity with
its Rules of Procedure. They represent the six regions of the Treaty and are collectively
referred to as "the Bureau".

The main function of the Bureau is to guide the Secretary during the preparations of
the Governing Body Sessions.  As with other bodies and instrument, there is the
established practice to rotate among the regions and to alternate chairpersons from
developing and developed countries.

http://www.informea.org/terms/governing-body/


1.3. The Secretary

As provided for in Article 20 of the Treaty, the Secretary performs the following
functions:

a) arranges for and provide administrative support for sessions of the Governing
Body and for any subsidiary bodies as may be established, including the preparation
of documentation;

b) assists the Governing Body in carrying out its functions, including the performance
of specific tasks that the Governing Body may decide to assign to the Secretariat;

c) reports on the Secretariat's activities to the Governing Body;

d) communicates to all Contracting Parties and to the Director-General of the FAO:

(i) decisions of the Governing Body within sixty days of adoption;

(ii) information received from Contracting Parties in accordance with the provisions of this Treaty;

e) cooperates with other organizations and treaty bodies, including in particular the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological
Diversity, in achieving the objectives of the Treaty;

f) coordinates work related to the International Treaty with relevant FAO departments, and with other relevant organizations,
and submits periodic reports to regular sessions of the Governing Body;

g) manages the human and financial resources of the Secretariat of the Governing Body;

h) performs such other related duties that the Director-General may assign to the Secretary.

Dr. Shakeel Bhatti was the first Secretary of the Governing Body from 2007 until 2016.

http://www.informea.org/treaties/plant-treaty?id_treaty_article=322#article_322
http://www.planttreaty.org/content/shakeel-bhatti


1.4. National Focal Points
To facilitate the rapid distribution of correspondence, Contracting Parties are invited to nominate a National Focal Point.

Names and contact details of National Focal Points are made available through at the Treaty’s Website.  The role of the national
focal points is not reflected in the text of the Treaty and their tasks and attributions change from one country to another.

http://www.planttreaty.org/nfp
http://www.planttreaty.org/nfp


2. Cooperation and Partnerships
The Treaty has developed strong cooperation and partnerships
with other bodies to facilitate the operation of its main
systems and to ensure policy coherence at international level.

Since the adoption of the Nagoya Protocol in 2010, the
Governing Body of the International Treaty has called on
Contracting Parties to ensure that any legislative,
administrative or policy measures taken for the
implementation of both the Treaty and the Convention on
Biological Diversity or its Nagoya Protocol on Access and
Benefit-sharing, are consistent and mutually supportive.  The
two secretariat have signed a memorandum of cooperation
and organize joint workshops.

The Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture was the forum where the Treaty was negotiated and ongoing
collaboration brings policy coherence and complementarity of the two bodies in the area of plant genetic resources for food and
agriculture. The two bodies adopted a Joint statement of cooperation and there is in place a very close relation between their
bureaus and secretariats.

The Governing Body has requested the Secretary to establish and maintain cooperation with other relevant international
organization and treaties on matters covered by the Treaty and to continue participating in relevant meetings of the
International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants, the World Health Organization, the World Intellectual
Property Organization, the World Trade Organization, and the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, The
Convention on Biological Diversity, The Global Forum on Agricultural Research, among others.

http://www.informea.org/terms/adoption/
http://www.informea.org/treaties/nagoya/summary/
http://www.informea.org/terms/party/
http://www.informea.org/terms/national-legislation
http://www.informea.org/treaties/cbd/
http://www.informea.org/terms/governing-body/


Video - Partnership with Biodiversity International

Ann Tutwiler, DG of Bioversity International addressed the participants the participants of the Fourth High-Level Round Table
on the International Treaty celebrated in New York on 24 September on the occasion of the 69th Session of the United Nations
General Assembly. She congratulated the Treaty for the 10th anniversary since its entry into force. She referred to some of the
most relevant outcomes of the International Panel on Climate Change and its impact on food production and the role of the
Treaty as an international instrument that adds value to the use of existing genetic resources. She also referred to the agreement
signed with the Governing Body and some of the projects implemented by Bioversity International in the context of the
Benefit-sharing Fund of the Treaty.



3. Becoming a Contracting Party
Under Article 26, the Treaty is subject to ratification, acceptance or approval by the
Members and non-Members of FAO referred to in Article 25. Instruments of ratification,
acceptance, or approval are deposited with the Director-General of FAO.

Under Article 27, the Treaty is open for accession by all Members of FAO and any
States that are not Members of FAO but are Members of the United Nations, or any of
its specialized agencies or of the International Atomic Energy Agency. The Treaty
entered into force the 29 June 2004. The current number of Contracting Parties as well
as the type of instrument used and the date can be consulted in the Legal Office of FAO.

As November 2014, 133 Contracting Parties had deposited an instrument of ratification
or accession, including the European Union as a member organization.

The Secretariat has published a brochure with additional information and has put in
place a programme to assist countries considering ratification or accession.

http://www.informea.org/treaties/plant-treaty?id_treaty_article=327#article_327
http://www.informea.org/terms/ratification/
http://www.informea.org/terms/acceptance/
http://www.informea.org/terms/approval/
http://www.fao.org/legal/treaties/treaties-under-article-xiv/en/
http://planttreaty.org/sites/default/files/howto_cp_09.pdf


Membership


