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1. Introduction
The Benefit-sharing Fund was established as part of the Treaty's
Funding Strategy as an innovative mechanism that seeks to share the
global benefits that arise from the use of PGRFA directly with those
who actively contribute to the conservation and sustainable use of crop
diversity.

The Benefit-sharing Fund invests directly in high impact projects
supporting farmers conserve crop diversity in their fields and assisting
farmers and breeders globally adapt crops to new needs of Contracting
Parties that are developing countries. 

https://www.informea.org/en/terms/plant-genetic-resource
http://www.informea.org/terms/party
http://www.informea.org/terms/developing-country


2. Provenance of the Funds
Under the International Treaty, access and benefit-sharing is not based on
individual, bilateral agreements, but is regulated through a Multilateral
System for access and benefit-sharing.

Access is facilitated, and the recipient shares benefits upon
commercialization, paying into the Benefit-sharing Fund. Until now,
Benefit-sharing Fund disbursements have depended upon donations from
Contracting Parties and International Organizations.

http://www.informea.org/terms/access-to-genetic-resources
http://www.informea.org/terms/benefit-sharing
http://www.informea.org/terms/multilateral-system
http://www.informea.org/terms/party


3. Project funding
Through the Benefit-sharing Fund, the International Treaty has been
able to fund projects where farmers and public institutions are using
crop genetic material to improve food crop production, fight plant
pests and adapt to the effects of climate change. To adapt to climate
change, farmers and countries need access to the genetic diversity of
major food crops, technologies to make use of these resources as well
as funding to catalyze relevant activities. 

The Benefit-sharing Fund has been steadily growing since its
inception in 2009. The 2nd round of funded projects in 38 countries
across Africa, Asia, the Near East, Central and South America, and
the South West Pacific Region. Examples of project results so far
include identification of and development of drought- and heat-resistant varieties of crops like sorghum, rice and barley in
several countries including, India, Jordan and Tanzania.

http://www.informea.org/terms/adaptation
http://www.informea.org/terms/climate-change
http://www.informea.org/terms/technology
http://www.planttreaty.org/content/call-proposals-2010-2011
http://www.planttreaty.org/content/call-proposals-2010-2011
http://www.informea.org/terms/drought
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