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1. Institutional Arrangements
The governing body of the Cartagena Protocol is the Conference of the Parties to the Convention serving as the meeting of the
parties to the Protocol (“COP-MOP”). Its main function is to review the status of implementation of the Protocol and to make
decisions necessary to promote its effective operation. Only Parties to the Protocol can take decisions under the Protocol.
Parties to the Conventions that are not parties to the Protocol may only participate as observers in the meetings of the COP-
MOP. The COP-MOP may decide to use any subsidiary body established by or under the Convention, or establish its own
subsidiary bodies as deemed necessary for facilitating the implementation of the Protocol. The Secretariat of the Convention
serves also as the Secretariat to the Protocol.

At the national level, each party is required to designate a national focal point to be responsible for exchange with the
Secretariat, including receiving and acting upon notifications relating to the Protocol and invitations to submit views on matters
under discussion. Each party also has to designate one or more competent national authority to perform the administrative
functions as required by the Protocol. A party may designate a single entity to fulfil the functions of focal point and competent
national authority. A list of focal points and competent national authorities is maintained by the Secretariat and is available in
the BCH.

http://www.informea.org/terms/governing-body/
https://www.informea.org/en/terms/conference-of-the-parties
http://www.informea.org/terms/implementation/
http://www.informea.org/terms/observers-requests-for-observer-status/
http://www.informea.org/terms/subsidiary-body/
http://www.informea.org/terms/secretariat/
http://www.informea.org/terms/national-focal-point
http://www.informea.org/terms/secretariat/
http://bch.cbd.int/database/contacts/


2. Information Sharing - The Biosafety Clearing-House
The effective implementation of the Protocol relies heavily on sharing appropriate information in a timely manner. In order to
facilitate the exchange of information, the Protocol established the Biosafety Clearing-House (BCH) as part of the clearing-
house mechanism of the Convention. The BCH is also a tool to assist Parties to implement the Protocol. Each Party is required
to make available to the BCH information specified in several provisions of the Protocol. For instance, each party has to make
available to the BCH: 

1. Any existing laws, regulations and guidelines for implementation of the Protocol, as well as information required for the
advance informed agreement procedure under the Protocol;

2. Any bilateral, regional and multilateral agreements and arrangements;
3. Summaries of risk assessments or environmental reviews of LMOs, including relevant information regarding processed

products of LMO origin;
4. Final decisions regarding the importation or release of LMOs;
5. Reports submitted by it pursuant to the Protocol, including those on the implementation of the Advance Informed

Agreement procedure. 


